
About the exhibition

What are the differences between five of the most influential European theatre practitioners of the 20th century? How 
would Constantin Stanislavski, Antonin Artaud, Bertolt Brecht, Jerzy Grotowski or Peter Brook stage Ophelia‘s famous 
mad scene in Shakespeare‘s Hamlet?

For her video installation Katie Mitchell filmed this one sequence with one and the same actress 
following the artistic methods of these five visionary theatre directors. The Theatermuseum shows a 
touring installation of the Victoria and Albert Museum (www.vam.ac.uk), on the occasion of the 400th 
anniversary of William Shakespeare‘s death.

Five Truths is based on Ophelia text passages from scenes V and VII of the 4th act of Shakespeare‘s 
drama Hamlet as well as on processes which are not part of the on stage actions, as e.g. Ophelia‘s 
drowning. The British theatre and opera director Katie Mitchell shot this 10 minute scene in five versions 
with Olivier-award winning actress Michelle Terry portraying the character of Ophelia. Details like 
costume and stage props remain similar across each video, but they are deployed with subtle changes.

The installation is sitting in a darkened cube where visitors witness Ophelia‘s decline into madness on 10 
simoultanously playing screens of different shapes and sizes. The audience experiences her sight of the 
story in five varying truths. 

Katie Mitchell‘s installation has been created in association with the National Theatre, video designer 
Leo Warner of 59 Productions, set designer Vicki Mortimer, sound designer Gareth Fry, lighting designer 
Paule Constable, and composer Paul Clark.
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About the directors

Texts by courtesy of the Victoria and Albert Museum

KONSTANTIN SERGEYEVICH STANISLAVSKI (1863-1938)

Russian theatre director, theorist and entrepreneur, Stanislavski was the founder of theatre’s arguably 
most appropriated method of acting and directing. Stanislavski was interested in constructing 
authenticity onstage. His method of actor training focused on character construction, from finding the 
physical language to the emotional life of a character. Stanislavski’s form of acting was technical and 
naturalistic; a good actor could speak, move, talk and feel synchronicity with their character.

“At the end of every day, in bed, you should go over everything that happened in great detail, both 
appearance and inner emotions. Also try to refresh earlier memories of places, events, people. ‘That is 
the only way to develop a strong, sharp, solid power of inner and outer attention’.”

ANTONIN ARTAUD (1896-1948)

Antonin Artaud was a French theatre director and theorist. He developed a type of theatre known as 
‘Theatre of Cruelty’. Artaud’s vision of theatre focused on the encounter with an audience, and the 
potential for theatre to capture the essence of human perception. Artaud’s theatre used the power of 
sounds, movements, actions and words to reveal truths about human nature. He believed that the actor 
is ‘the athlete of the heart’. 

“The stage is a concrete physical place which asks to be filled, and to be given its own concrete language 
to speak… this concrete physical language to which I refer is truly theatrical only to the degree that the 
thoughts it expresses are beyond the reach of the spoken language.”
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About the directors

BERTOLT BRECHT (1898-1956)

Brecht was a German director, theorist and writer, founder of a form of theatre titled epic theatre. 
Brecht’s theatre was political, and aimed to both entertain and educate audiences; but it was also highly 
technical. In his productions, actors would walk onstage and introduce their characters before 
performing them; songs would mark the moral message of a scene; titles and names of scenes would 
be displayed on boards and stage machinery and lighting would often be visible. Brecht wrote and 
directed his productions in a unique theatrical style that has left a significant impact on theatre culture 
worldwide.

„Art is not a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer with which to shape it.”

PETER BROOK (*1925)

Peter Brook is one of the world’s most renowned British theatre directors and theorists. He is interested 
in the lyrical qualities of theatre, and its potential to tell stories that cross cultural boundaries. Brook’s 
theatre is a universal one, where cultural beliefs and rituals are in a dialogue with each other. Brook’s 
theatre productions involve the audience emotionally and spiritually through simplicity and honesty.

„I can take any empty space and call it a bare stage. A man walks across this empty space whilst 
someone else is watching him, and this is all that is needed for an act of theatre to be engaged.“

JERZY GROTOWSKI (1933-1999)

Grotowski was a Polish theatre director, theorist and practitioner whose principles have had a significant 
impact on modern performance. Together with his ensemble of actors, he developed a theatrical method 
called ‘Poor Theatre’ as a response to the growing film industry. Grotowski focused entirely on the body. 
He trained actors to seek truth in the spiritual experience, and to find a physical language to express raw 
emotions.

„… one must ask oneself what is indispensable to theatre… we are left with the actor and the spectator. 
We can thus define the theatre as ‘what takes place between the spectator and actor’.“
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Events

„REAL ART DOESN’T TOLERATE LIES“ (K. STANISLAVSKI)  - Kultur-Café
Following an introduction on those five theatre directors whose approach to the truth the exhibition 
focuses on, we are going to explore Katie Mitchell’s installation, listen to texts by these theatre 
makers and learn more about their thoughts and concepts about Shakespeare and theatre - 
accompanied by coffee and cake.
Thursdays, May 9th, June 20th  and October 17th, 3-5 PM;  
Tickets € 12; Students and Annual ticket holders € 10 
Registration recommended: T +43 1 525 24 5310 

DI GAUNZE WÖD HOT KA GLANDA / NO BANNISTER IN ALL THE WORLD  
Hamlet in Austrian dialect for teens and adults with Ernst Tauchner; directed by Christian Suchy.
Wednesday, June 15th, 7.30 PM
Tickets € 16; Students/Teens € 10 
Reservations T +43 1 525 24 3460

ARLECCHINO AND HIS DOUBLE
Theatre performance with the Scuola Sperimentale dell’Attore (Pordenone, Italy). Arlecchino meets 
Hamlet and together they descend into the underworld. Claudia Contin, Italy’s celebrated Arlecchino 
actress plays both roles, directed by Ferruccio Merisi. 
In English, with parts in „Arlecchino“-like Italian, accompanying texts in German.
Wednesday, October 5th, 7.30 PM;  
Tickets € 22; Students/Teens € 12
Reservations T +43 1 525 24 3460
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THE SIXTH TRUTH?
Activity tour for groups 
The dramatic text serves as a framework, the scenic implementation opens up different worlds. 
Ophelia’s words “Good night, ladies! Good night, sweet ladies! Good night! Good night! – how may they 
sound? Experiment yourself in search of your own truth.
Suitable from 8th grade and for adults
Duration 1 hour
Tours on request: T +43 1 525 24 5310 or kulturvermittlung@theatermuseum.at

ROMEO UND JULIA IN THE LIMELIGHT!
Workshop for groups 
Lover’s oaths from the balcony, the secret marriage or the unhappy suicide. Each scene of this love 
tragedy requires a certain atmosphere on its own which you’ll be able to test by acting, lighting and 
designing the stage scenery. 
Suitable from 7th grade and for adults
Duration 1,5 hours
Workshop on request: T +43 1 525 24 5310 or kulturvermittlung@theatermuseum.at

HAMLET - THE SIXTH SENSE - SENSE AND MADNESS
Workshop for groups 
Hamlet – Shakespeare – Love – Death – Intrigues – Philosophy – Family – Society – Sense and 
Madness. A spirit (the sixth sense?!) demands revenge and quickly the tragedy takes its course. In a 
playful way we are going to explore the story of the Danish Prince Hamlet, translate familiar 
quotations and text passages into a modern language, play different roles and enjoy transferring 
them into your life situation. That’s cool and great fun!
Duration 1,5 hours
Workshop on request: T +43 1 525 24 5310 or kulturvermittlung@theatermuseum.at

EXHIBITION TOURS ON DEMAND
Information under T +43 1 525 24 5310 or kulturvermittlung@theatermuseum.at
For our educational programs please refer to www.theatermuseum.at/kulturvermittlung
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Photos are free of charge in relation to the press coverage of the exhibition.
They are available for the download under www.theatermuseum.at/presse/
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