
About the exhibition

An unmistakable dark timbre, highly dramatic expressiveness, an impressive, vast repertoire – all this enraptures the
fans of the Spanish crowd-pleaser with waves of enthusiasm. The Theatermuseum celebrates Plácido Domingo on the 
anniversary of his stage debut: He has been singing at the Vienna State Opera for 50 years. 

When the Tenor, then still considered as insider tip, made his debut at the State Opera in the title role of 
Verdi‘s Don Carlo, not only he took stage and cast in storm, but also the hearts of the Viennese audience 
– a true love relationship, unbroken till today. This performance contributed to an unparalleled career, 
taking him to the world‘s leading opera houses. Vienna has always been a very special “home port“ for 
the opera star. Here he performed 30 different roles in 300 shows and was awarded the title Austrian 
Kammersänger. The exhibition at the Theatermuseum documents the most important appearances of 
the “Tenorissimo“ in Vienna with original costumes and props, photographs and memorabilia, video and 
audio samples. The presentation portrays him also as baritone, the role fach on which he concentrated 
almost exclusively in the past 10 years, and refers to his activities as conductor, taking him regularly to 
the orchestra pit of the Vienna State Opera since the end of the 1970s.

Without hesitation Plácido Domingo can be described as one of the most versatile, curious and longest 
serving representative of his musical genre. Well known for his capability to learn new roles really fast 
he could be won over regularly as stand in for colleagues. A true „singer-actor“ who immerses the 
character of his roles and brings them to life with his unique voice and credible presentation. Again and 
again he set standards with his interpretation of the big heroes of the Italian and French operas. In his 
most celebrated role, Verdi‘s Otello, he played off all assets of his charismatic personality: under the 
vigorous and confident surface he made the commander‘s insecurities, caused by his furious jealousy, 
and his manipulability very tangible. He also managed to transfer the very complex and not at all naive 
character of Merimée‘s original Don José into Bizet‘s opera Carmen.

Plácido Domingo steered his repertoire repeatedly into less foreseable directions. Thus the Spaniard 
also succeeded as Lohengrin, Siegmund or Parsifal by Richard Wagner and as interpreter of rarities, 
e.g. as Jean in Massenet‘s Hérodiade or in the rediscovered Le Prophète by Meyerbeer at the Vienna State 
Opera, as Pablo Neruda in Catáns Il Postino and as Francesco Foscari in Verdi‘s I due Foscari at the 
Theater an der Wien. At the former concert hall Sofiensäle he participated in landmark recordings of 
operas and concerts under conductors like Karajan, Solti and Muti. Appearing at the concerts Christmas 
in Vienna and “Three Tenors“ at the Ernst-Happel-Stadium in 1996 he gained popularity far beyond his 
artistic circles and, together with his colleagues Luciano Pavarotti and José Carreras, he could even 
attract audiences usually not drawn to opera.
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About the exhibition - continued

The exhibition also leaves the “classic“ stage area and highlights the “Human being Domingo“: the 
Spanish Tenor playing soccer with artist colleagues and sports legends or surrounded by his fan club at 
the “Heuriger“-wine bar. The photo documentation of the legendary evening, when the “Tenorissimo“ 
sang in Puccini‘s Il Tabarro at the Volksoper as well as in Leoncavallo‘s I Pagliacci at the Vienna State 
Opera, travelling between both stages with a hired old Viennese tramway while being accompanied by 
his followers, testify the enormous “bundle of energy“ that Plácido Domingo has always been.

The presentation was curated by Peter Dusek who had also been in charge for the exhibitions about 
Leonie Rysanek and Edita Gruberova. From 1988 to 2008 he managed the ORF Historic Archive. Peter 
Dusek served as president of the Freunde der Wiener Staatsoper society and produced the radio 
programme “Opernwerkstatt“ for many years – in this format he interviewed countless famous singers 
about their stage life.

Elisabeth Truxa designed the exhibition‘s layout. She is a free-lance graphic designer and created 
already several presentations for the Theatermuseum, amongst others 2012 Anton Dermota, 2013 Im 
Rausch der Kirschblüte and most recently 2015 Der Meister Tön‘ und Weisen. Heinz Zednik – 
50 Jahre Staatsoper.
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Biography

José Plácido Domingo Embil, the son of two Zarzuela singers, Plácido Domingo Ferrer and Pepita Embil, 
was born on January 21, 1941 in Madrid. In 1949 his family moved to Mexico City where he began to 
study the piano, conducting and voice at an early age. In 1959 he deputed as Borsa in Rigoletto in Mexico 
City; two years later he made his operatic debut in a leading role as Alfredo in La traviata at Monterrey 
(Mexico). Between 1961 and 1965 he was an ensemble member of the Israel National Opera in Tel Aviv, 
in which his future wife, the soprano Marta Ornelas, also belonged. They were married in 1962 and have 
two sons. 

Domingo’s international career began in 1966 at the New York City Opera; other debut performances 
followed in quick succession: in 1967 he sang at the Staatsoper Hamburg, the Vienna State Opera 
(May 19) and the Deutsche Oper Berlin, in 1968 he debuted at the Metropolitan Opera New York, in 1969 
at the Scala in Milan. He would go on to sing at all the leading opera houses of the world. Plácido 
Domingo is regarded as one of the most versatile singers of all time and has performed over 3,800 times 
in 147 roles (during the last decade he concentrated almost exclusively on baritone roles), and also 
conducted over 500 performances. Since 1990 he has enthused audiences worldwide – together with 
Luciano Pavarotti and José Carreras – in the “Three Tenors“ concerts, attracting even a public usually 
not drawn to opera. Over many years Domingo managed simultaneously the opera houses of 
Washington and Los Angeles; currently he still serves as artistic director at the LA Opera.

Plácido Domingo has received countless honours and decorations, amongst them the title of Austrian 
Kammersänger and the Austrian Cross of Honour for Arts and Science (First Class), and his over 100
recordings have been awarded every imaginable prize. In 1993 he founded Operalia, a competition to 
discover and help launch the careers of the most promising young opera singers of today. He is also
well known for his social engagement, and has organised countless benefit concerts and performed at 
many charity events.

Lobkowitzplatz 2, 1010 Wien
andreas.kugler@theatermuseum.at  
T +43 1 525 24 5315

 Tenorissimo!
Plácido Domingo in Vienna
May 17th, 2017 - January 8th, 2018



Events

GUIDED TOURS WITH THE CURATORS 
Fridays, 4 PM, May 19, Sep. 15, Oct. 13, Nov. 24, Dec. 15, 2017
Guided tour fee € 3; reservation recommended! T +43 1 525 24 5310

TRACKING THE GREAT ARTIST – Kultur-Café
The tour through the exhibition brings the outstanding artist and his unique personality to life. After 
coffee and cake curator Peter Dusek and our guests talk about their collaboration with Plácido 
Domingo. 
May 31 - Heinz Zednik, Tenor and colleague on stage at Plácido Domingo‘s debut at the State Opera
Jun 21 - David Aronson, former solo correpetitor at the State Opera
Oct 18 - Peter Hofstötter, Office Plácido Domingo in Vienna
Wed, 3-5 PM; Adults € 12/Students and annual ticket holders € 10
Reservation recommended! T +43 1 52524 5310

EVEN STARS START SMALL – Sing-Kids
After a visit of the exhibition about Plácido Domingo, one of the greatest opera singers in the world, 
you will experiment with your own voice with warming up, technical and vocal exercises and finally 
sing beautiful melodies.
Theatre-afternoon for kids from 5 to 10 years; Kids € 4/Adults € 4 
Mon, June 19, Sat, June 24, Mon, Sep. 18, Sat, Sep. 23, 3.30-5 PM

EXHIBITION TOURS ON DEMAND
T +43 1 525 24 5310 or kulturvermittlung@theatermuseum.at. 
For our educational programs please refer to www.theatermuseum.at/kulturvermittlung
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1_Exhibition poster 
Plácido Domingo as Otello by G. Verdi
Vienna State Opera, 1987

2_Plácido Domingo as Don Carlo 
by G. Verdi
Vienna State Opera, 1967

Press photos

Photos are free of charge in relation to the press coverage of the exhibition.
They are available for download under www.theatermuseum.at/presse/
Credit line (unless stated otherwise): Collection Erich Wirl © Foto Fayer

5_Plácido Domingo as Nabucco 
by G. Verdi
Vienna State Opera, 2014
Photo Collection Erich Wirl 
© Michael Pöhn

6_Plácido Domingo as Canio in I Pagliacci 
by R. Leoncavallo
Vienna State Opera, 1986

4_Plácido Domingo as Samson 
by C. Saint-Saёns
Vienna State Opera, 1990

3_Plácido Domingo as Andrea Chénier 
by U. Giordano
Vienna State Opera, 1981
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